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COLLEGE VISITATION. 


| ily be brought out in such a meeting as the one 


The first Conference of Students, held in | Suggested. 


Louisville, Ky,, June, 1877, recommended 
visitation of Colleges by the Secretary as an im- 
portant agency of Inter-Collegiate work. The 
International Committee has followed out this 
suggestion, and during the past three years up- 
wards of 100 Colleges have been visited by their 
Becretary. 

he object of his visits is to meet the stu- 
dents collectively and individually, acquaint 


them with the progress of the work in general, | 
and the methods employed by individual col- | 


leges, aid them in their special work by sugges- 
tions gathered from observation and experience, 
and endeavor to impress them with the im- 
portance of thoroughly organized Christian 
work in College. 

This College year is being devoted more fully 
than ever before to visitation, and it is hoped 
that almost every College Association will be 
reached before its close. The Secretary desires 
to make a few suggestions to the Associations 
concerning the proposed visits. 

The length of each visit must of mecessity be 
limited to from one to two days, and it is im- 
portant that such arrangements as are necessary 
to ensure the success of the meeting or meet- 
ings held, be made before the arrival of the 
Secretary. If the Association wait until he 
comes before making preparations for the meet- 
ings, little or nothing will be accomplished. 

It is well to hold two meetings. One of which 
can be devoted to the presentation of the work 
in general, the other to a conversation concern- 
ing the work of the Association visited. If, 
however, two meetings cannot be held, the con- 
versational meeting can follow the other. The 
importance of this inquiry meeting is very ap- 
parent. The Secretary docs aot go for the pur- 


pose of talking fo so much as talking with the 
students. He is liable, if limited to a general 
address, to overlook some things concerning 
which information is desired. 


These can read- 


Do not confine the meeting to the members 
of the Association alone. Secure the attendance 
of all the students. Many of them may be led 
to take a deeper interest in the work in their 

'own College by a knowledge of the work in 


| other Colleges. 


| ‘The students should be made acquainted with 
| the precise object of the Secretary’s visit. Some 
| suppose that he comes as an Evangelist to con- 
| duct a series of meetings, and do not attend 
the meeting preferring to wait until the work is 
under thorough headway. This is a mistake. 
While we hope and daily pray that every Col- 
lege in America may be visited annually with a 
revival which shall continue throughout the 
year, we are deprived of the joy of participating 
for any length of time in the work of any one 
| Association. ‘The Travelling Association Secre- 
|taries cannot, from the very nature of their 
| occupation, devote their time to Evangelistic 
|work. Their Mission is to hasten from point 
| to point, to arouse Christians to the discharge 
of their responsibilities. 








| Let the visit be preceded, accompanied, and 
followed with earnest prayer, and from the in- 
formation given and suggestions made, whatso- 
| ever things are practical, ‘‘think on these things” 
and act upon them. 





“© Y live for those tubo Tobe me, 
For those Hho knof me true; 
For the beaben that smiles abob: me, 
And waits my spirit too; 
For the cause that lachs assistance, 
For the Wrong that needs resistance, 
For the future in the distance, 
And the good that J can do.” 





The Day and Week of Prayer for Young Men 
were observed by a large number of College As- 
sociations with good results. Some Associa- 
tions report a deep interest among the uncon- 
verted, of whom quite a number have professed 
faith in Christ. 
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L. D. Wismarp, College Secretary, 
23d Street, Corner Fourth Avenue, New York. 


What method of Bible study is your Associa- 
tion pursuing? 





Very few new students have escaped one or 
more urgent invitations to join the Literary So- 
cieties. Have the Association workers been 
equally aggressive? 

We publish a valuable article on Methods of 
Bible Study, written by Rev. W. H. Marquess, 
of Fulton, Mo., for a last year’s Bulletin of the 
Association in Westminster College. Let every- 
one read and digest it, and utilize its practical 
suggestions. 

0o- — 
METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY. 

An Association worker must be mighty in the 

Scriptures. This attainment lies within the 


reach of all. Many students are apt to adopt 





some one method of study to the exclusion of 
other equally valuable methods, and thus be- 
come narrow and illogical in the use of the 
Word. We desire therefore to indicate various 
modes of searching the Scriptures with profit. 
Life and freshness of interest together with 
wisdom and power to apply will thus be se- 
cured. 

1. There is the regular course of reading, be- 
ginning with Genesis and taking each book in 
turn. Many do this yearly. This popular 
method must not be underrated. It is valua- 
ble because— 

(a.) It breeds a ready familiarity with the 
Scripture history and language, 

(b.) It impresses upon us the unity pervad- 
ing the Sacred Volume. 

(c.) It gives us,the grand drift and develop- 
ment of the whole plan of Divine Grace. Pass- 
ing rapidly from one book to another, we see 
the organic relation of the various parts and the 
steady unrolling of God's purposes, 


“For I doubt not through the ages one increasing 
purpose runs 
And the thoughts of men are wilened by the process 





of the suns.”’ 





2. By epochs of history. There is the Patriar- 
chal era, the Mosaic period. What were their 
central ideas and their peculiar place in the 
purposes of God? There are the royal and 
Prophetic periods; there isthe Christian dispen- 
sation. What are their distinctive features, and 
what specific end was secured by each? Take 
one of them at a time and see what you can 


glean concerning it. For example, on the 


| Mosaic period, read the five books of Moses, and 


all such passages as Romans 5th, Gal. 2d and 
3d, and Hebrews. 

3. Boole by book. The Bible is a library com- 
posed of various writings. Why various, and 
how differing? Why does Exodus stand alone? 
Its key thought is Redemption. Numbers shows 
Esther dis- 
closes God's providence at work in secret be- 


God's guidance in the wilderness, 


Ecclesiastes 
presents a man of the world dissatisfied. The 
Song of Solomon follows with the joy that 
springs from Christ. 


hind the scenes of human life, 


The Four Gospels por- 
tray Christ in four essential phases of His char- 
Seek the keynote on which each book 
is written; then study that book and see the 
harmony of its various parts with the key- 
thought and with one another, always noting 
its relation to the books with which it stands 
in close local relation. 


acter. 


4. There is the lopical method. Study by sub- 
Take the Blood, or the Con- 
ditions of Prayer, or the Guidance of God. 
Search the pages of the Word with this topic in 
view, using a Concordance or Text Book to as- 
sist you. 


jects occasionally. 


See exactly what God says on any 
given subject. Never wrest a passage from its 
real meaning in order to make a neat point in 
a Bible Reading. Take God's Word just as it 
stands. and as He meant it. This method, wisely 
followed, will amply reward any time or care 
it requires. 


5. There is the analytic method. This consists 
in breaking up a sentence word by word, ob- 
serving the meaning and use of each. Ps. Ixvi. 
11 is a good illustration. Unite, my, heart, to 
fear, Thy, name; every word may be empha- 
sized and pondered. Again, Job xix. 27. Here 
the careful reader will stop to consider why 
the clause: ‘and not another,” is used seemingly 
a mere repetition. A glance at the margin in a 
Reference Bible shows the true translation with 
avery sweet thought: ‘‘Whom I shall see for 
myself and not a stranger;” I shall hail Him a 
well-known friend. The very words which God 
ccmmands are to be in our heart. Deut. xi. 6. 


6. Then there is the method of studying by 
references. No student should be without a re- 
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liable Reference Bible; and the margin columns 
should be freely used. 


a. In quotations from prophecy always note 
and look up the reference. Read Ps. Ixix. and 
use the marginal references to the New Testa- 
ment. Read Eph. v. 31, 32, and refer back to 
throw light upon the‘strange occurrence in 
Genesis, now seen to be typical. 

b. Or trace a similar clause throughout Scrip- 
tures. E. g., compare Ps. xvii. 8, Zceh. ii. 8, 
Deut. xxxii. 10, Prov. vii. 2. 

ce. Or learn the real meaning of a statement 
by this method. 1 Pet. iv. 8 is an oft-misquoted 
or misapplied passage. Compare with its origi- 
nal use in Prov. x. 12, and you will find that 
love covers sins by overlooking faults, or by 

So Eph. iii. 10 throws light 
showing the Church as the 


healing -breaches. 
on 1 Cor, xi. 19, 
Angels’ text book. 

7. Another method is to observe the context, 
Rom. vi. 23 uses the word death. 
or spiritual? The 
with Paul and James on justification. 


Is it physical 
last clause will show. So 
The 
whole passage must be studied, not merely one 
They are looking at different things; so 
that their contradiction is only apparent. 


verse, 


8. Some attention should be paid to the 
historical circumstances. Philippians was penned 
in a dungeon; its spirit of joy is therefore all 
Ps, li. 


16 more inspiring. is a notable in- 
tl I ng i notable in 


stance under this head. 

9. Use biographical centres for study, Every 
life recorded in the Word has rich practical les- 
sons. What does Abraham teach us? Isaac? 
Jacob? Daniel? Paul? 

10. Mark: the lypical meaning. The types afford 
a magnificent field for study. The Tabernacle 
is eloquent of Christ. Israel's history is said to 
bea type. 1Cor.x. 11. The Epistle to the 
Hebrews is a study of the types. 

11. There is the practical method, if we may so 
term it. How shall we deal with different 
classes of men? See how Paul, and Moses, and 
Christ dealt with the characters. How shall we 
act under certain circumstances? Consult the 
record of other lives guided of God. The Scrip- 
tures furnish us for every good work; and a wise 
heart can equip itself for every emergency. 

All these methods are of course not to be pur- 
sued at once. Each should receive attention at 
some time. 


eS 
CANADIAN COLLEGES. 
The Secretary recently made a flying visit 


through Canada. The work is in good condi- 
tion, and the Canadian College boys return a 





| 


{ 
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hearty greeting to their fellow-students in the 
States. 

The first point visited was McGill University, 
Montreal, where, as a result of the presentation 
of the work and the cordial endorsement of 
Principal Dawson, a former Association was re- 
organized. 

Two days were spent at Queen's College, 
Kingston, Ont., and a Conference was held, in 
which students and professors heartily joined. 

Albert College, at Belleville, Ont., was next vis- 
ited, This Association organized a year ago, 
has maintained a healthy existence, and accom- 
plished a good deal of quiet, effective work. 

Vicloria Universily was also visited and the 
students heartily responded to the greeting 
thus extended, and immediately organized an 
Association. 

Toronto University, the last place visited, is 
well organized, and has many earnest Associa- 
tion workers. The Secretary spent an evening 
with the students of Knox College, the Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, at which time an account was given of 
the recent Inter-Seminary Missionary Conven- 
tion. 

The work of the Associations in the Colleges 
of Canada owes its prosperity largely to the per- 
sonal interest manifested by the members of the 
faculties. Without dwelling upon the several 
cases, we are rejoiced to say that we found in 
every College visited one or more hearty Associ- 
ation supporters among the Professors. The 
department of Christian work is one which 
every Professor can, and many do, fill with very 
marked ability. 


—o—-—- 


OHIO COLLEGES. 


The work in this State has made steady pro- 
gress ever since the Inter-Collegiate movement 
was inaugurated. Atthat time there were only 
two College Associations in Ohio, now there are 
nine. The State Convention recently held in 
Sandusky was attended by a good sized delega- 
tion of students, and by this means an impulse 
was communicated to the work which has been 
sensibly felt in every Association represented. 
The College Secretary has just completed a tour 
of visitation among the Colleges. The meetings 
were well attended and a deep interest was 
manifested in the local and general work. The 
coming Convention at Cleveland should and 
doubtless will be attended by delegates from 
every College Y. M. C. A. in Ohio, and we 
trust that those Colleges which have not as yet 
come into the Inter-Collegiate Organization will 





4 _THE COLLEGE BULLETIN. — 





he.. meet their fellow students of Ohio and 
other States and will be led to unite in the 
work after such an acquaintance with it as they 
shall then receive. 


———— 


COLLEGE CONFERENCES. 


Two very interesting and profitable Confer- 
ences of students were recently held in connect- 
ion with the State Conventions of Missouri and 
Iowa. The former was attended by fifteen 
students from five colleges, the latter by eight 
from four. Both Conventions were composed 
of earnest, practical delegates, and were there- 
fore calculated to send the students back to 
their respective Colleges full of‘enthusiasm and 
» sactical ideas with which alone true enthusiasm 
can be sustained. 

The Executive Committees of Missouri and 
Iowa are determined to make the College work 
a permanent feature of State work and if this 
resolution is carried out, as we believe it will 
be, the Association cause will receive a wide- 
spread impulse among a class of men whose in- 
fluence will accomplish great things for the 
* or + men of those States. 


—— 


COLLEGE ITEMS. 

Philomath College, Patmomatn, Orrcon.— 
A cordial ‘‘God bless the College work” comes 
from the studer.ts of this far-away College. Not 
so far away but that we can reach them the 
right hand of Christian greeting, and take 
their's in in return. We should be glad to 
number Philomath among the College Asso- 
ciations. 


Ohio Wesleyan. University, DeLawanre, O.— 
‘We had a good attendance at our meeting on 
the Day of Prayer. The meeting was character- 
ized by the power of the Holy Spirit. There 
were thirteen students who manifested a desire 
for the prayers of those present. Before we 
separated two of these professed conversion.” 


Medical Department, University of Penn- 
sylvania.—‘‘We hold a Weekly Prayer Meet- 
ing. A list of topics for discussion has been 
proposed. We are making an effort to increase 
our membership. 


Dennison University, Granvittz, Oxnt1o.— 
“This year has opened with better prospects 
than for three years past. Meetings are well at- 
tended. We believe thoroughly in the Y. M. C. 
A., and pray earnestly for its success every- 
where.” 

State University, Mapison, W1s.—The Asso- 
ciation has shown a very earnest spirit in its 








work during the present term, A decided im- 
pulse was communicated by the delegates re- 
turning from the State Convention in Septem- 
ber. 


Wesleyan University, Mippitrtown, Cony. — 
The formation of an Association in this Institu- 
tion is the result of the New England Students’ 
Conference, held in Lynn, Mass., in October. 
The delegate who represented Wesleyan at that 
meeting returned full of enthusiasm in the Col- 
lege work, and the spirit of Inter-Collegiate 
fraternity has seized the students. We rejoice 
in this, another addition from the Colleges of 
New England, and wait hopefully for the time 
when every one of those Colleges shall be united 
by visible bonds to their sister institutions in 
the West and South. 


U.S. Military Academy, West Port, N. Y.— 
This Association is maintaining a vigorous ex- 
istence, and reports encouragingly concerning 
the meetings. The prayerful interest of every 
College Association is centered upon this very 
important point. 


Wooster University, Woosrer, Onri0.— 
The Association here is projecting a building. 
We are glad to hear it; a building or room con- 
tributes so much to the permanence of the Or- 
ganization. 


Syracuse University, Synacusr, N. Y.— 
A new Association reports from this place. 
This makes the fifth College Y. M. C. A. in 
New York. 

Princeton College, Prrsceron, N. J.—The 
Week of Prayer was observed with excellent re- 
sults. A deep interest pervaded the meetings, 
all of which were well attended. 


Knox College, Gauessurne, Inu.—The stu- 
dents have recently organized an Association, 
and the work is making good progress. 

State University, Ann Arzsor, Mica.—‘‘The 
Week of Prayer was observed. The topics sug- 
gested by the International Committee were 
used as subjects. The exercises were interest- 
ing and profitable, and betoken deeper spiritu- 
ality among the members. The many new 
voices heard is an encouragement to extend the 
influence of the Association as widely as possi- 
ble. That these meetings may result in the 
quickening of Christians and a consequent 
awakening among the impenitent, should be 
the subject of fervent prayer.” 

Bingham School, Mexsanesvitiz, N. C.—The 
meetings held during the Week of Prayer were 
characterized by a deep interest among the un- 
converted. There were quite a number in- 
quiring, ‘‘What shall I do to be saved?” 
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